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THE 


REHEARSAL 


1. The Senfe of the Primitive Church, the fareft Interpreter of Scripture: 
2. All Hereticks flie this Tet. Dr. Coward accufes the Primitive Fathers of Izn0- 


rance'in the Chriftian Doétrines. 


3. He makes the Heathens, particularly the Egyptians, to have been the firft In- 


venters of that Notion of the Immortality © 


the Soul. 


4. He fays they fell upon it by Mif-confiruing fome Texts in the Books of Mofes. 
. His Argument to Prove that the Generality of the ews did not Believe it, be- 
caufe the Sadducees did not. Ther are Sadducees among Chriftians. 

6. Our Saviour* proves it from Mofes and the Prophets. 

4. The Doétor’s Argument has Quite overthrown his own Hypothe/is. 





SATURDAY, June 28. 1707. 





(1.) Country-marn. 5 ‘ae Nam’d in your 
Laft, AZafter, thefe 


Opinions of Mr..As- 
gill and Dr. Coward as Ancient Herefies that 
were Condemn’d, And I fhould think this 
the fureft way to know the Meaning of the 
Holy Scriptures. For where ther is a Diffe- 
rence about the Senfe of a Word or an Ex- 
prefion, as fuppofe of a Letter fent to me 
from London ; what furer way Coud be found 
than if ther were Prefent a Man of Truth 
and Honefly, who was at the Writing of the 
Letter, and bad difcours’d the matter by word 
of Mouth with my Correfpondent, and Affar’d 
me he meant fo and fo, for that he had 
us'd the very fame Words and Papin to 
himfelf, and fully Explain’d his meaning in 
them ? Now they who had learn’d the Faith 
from the Adouths of the Apoftles themfelves, 
mult be belt Acquainted with their Expreffi- 
ons, and Confequently the beft Interpreters of 
their Words, This plain Natural Reafon tea- 
For can we fuppofe that 
thofe Chrifians did not know the Faith they 
had been Taught? Do not I know what | 
have been taughe ? Do not! know that | 
have been taught. to believe the Jmmorta- 
Ity of the Soul? A man may as well tell me 
that I know not what I Think. This is as 
Plain as my ten Fingers. Therefore if it was 
the Current Opinion of the Chriftians that 


’ the Sow! was Immortal, and that fo Early 


as this Heretick ALenander whom you Nam’d, 
who was Dijciple'to Simon Magus, of whom 
we have an Account in the ts of the po- 
files, ther can be no Doubt but it was the 
Dottrine they had Receiv’d from the Apo 
files; And that they beft Underftood thofe 
Texts which fpeak of the Immortality of the 
Soul, % 


*, 








(2.) Rebearfal. Theie, as all other Here» 
ticks, Hate and Defpife Antiquity, becanfe it 
Detects their Errors. Dr. Coward in his 
Second Thoughts, Runs down the Ancient 
Fathers, and Pities their Pious Ignorance. And 
being Tax’d with this, he makes his -Apo!- 
logy in the Epiffie Dedicatory of his Farther 
Thoughts, p.20. where he fays he meant on- 
ly their Ignorance of the Chriftian Dottrines, 
For otherwife he Confeffes they were evi- 


_ dently Learned. 


Country-m. This mends the matter in- 
deed ! Evidently Learned, yet Ignorant of the 
Chriftian Dottrines! Were they then Conver- 
ted to that of which they were Ignorant ? 
No. great Sign of their Learning! And were 
they fo Zealous to Sacrifce their Lives and 
all ‘that they had for what they had fo igs 
novantly Embrac’d ? Their Pious Ignorance was 
then indeed to. be Pitied! He had better 
have made them Ignorant of any thing elfe 
than of the Chriffian Dofirin. But he was 
in the Right / For it is Evident that either 
He or They were Ignorant of it. 


(3.) Rebearf. His meaning was to make 
the Primitive Fathers Great Philofophers, as 
many of'them were. And thence to In- 
fer that they brought this Notion of the 
Immortality of the Sox with them from 
their Heathen Philofephy,: and fo to have 
Corrupted Chriffianity with it. For he 
fpends the xth. Chap. of his Second Thoughts 
to Prove that the Jmmortality of the Soxt 
was an Heathenifh Invention, and firft 
brought into the World by them. And 
he fays, ps 357: That it is verymprobable 
the EGYPTLANS were the firft who Broached 
it, And he owns likewife, That they had 

it 










































. it from the; ews; and from the Writings 
of Mofes, of which he fays, p. 356, they 
had the Perwfal, that is, their Prieffs, who 
Endeaveur’d to Pry into all the Myfteries of 
the Fewifl Religion, and fays it feems not 
to admit of any Doubt. “« 

Countryem. Do’s not this make Quite a- 
gainft him? For it, fhews that the Egyp- 
tians were not the IJnventers or Breachers 
of this Doftrin, but that they had it from 
the ews, and from the Writings of Mofes. 
And hew cou’d they have ic from thofe 
Writings, if it was not there? 


(4-) Rehearf. He fays, p. 357. They muft 
do it by Mifconflruing the Books of Mofes, 
and Mif-interpreting the meaning of ome 
Texts therein Contained. 
~ Conntryem. Then they AMif-Confirn’d them 
as the Jews did, who always held the Jm- 
mortality of the Soul, and the Refurreétion, 
as they do to this Day. Which feveral 
ews in London whom 1 know have told 
me. And_as I faid before, it is not to 
be Doubted but that the Egyptians wou'd 
know from the ews in what Sen/e they 
Underftood fuch Texts of Adofes; and that 
the Jews muft know what they had Learn’d 
trom their Fathers and from JdZofes. 


? 

(5.) Rebearf. But he fays, p. 359- thus, 
Now the Generality of the Fews, nays 1 may 
fay univerfally, were of Opinion, That Man 
wou'd Die and never Live again, efpecially 
the SADDUCEES, tho fome own’ d both Spirits 
and Angels Ac. 23. V. 28. 

Country-m. According to my Skill, he 
Quite Adiftakes the Matter. For the Sad- 
ducees were but a Sef among the Jews, and 
Exploded by the Reft for this very Opins- 
on. And ther were Chriffians too of this 
Opinion, as St. Paul faid to the Church of 
Corinth; 1 Cor. xv. 12+ How fay fome among 
you that ther is no Refurvettion of the Dead? 
Againft whom he Difputes through all that 
Admirable Chapter, which we hear often 
Read at the Burial of the Dead. And it 
feems ther were the like at’ Epbefus, for St. 
Paul fays to Timothy, who was firft Bifhop 
of Ephefus (as is told at the End of his 
Epifile) and gives him Warning of thofe, 
Who concerning the Truth have Erred, faying, 
that the Refarvettion is Paft already, and 
everthrom the Faith of fome. ii. Tim. ii. 18. 
And he fays, wer. 17. Their Word will Eat 
as doth a Canker. And this is the very 
Notion of the Quakers among Us at this 
Day, who fay, That the Refurrettion is Paft 
already, that is, That it means no more 
than the Rifing up of the Light or Truth 
in the Heart, which whoever has Attain’d, 
has Attain’d the Refurrcétion. Thus ther 
are, and have been Sadducees among thofe 
call’d Chriffians, as well aS among the Jems. 
And the Dotter might with as much Ju- 
tice fay, That the Generality of Chriffians, 
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and Univerfaily, Deny the Refurrethion. ¥; q 
Some do Own it, as he fays it of the a q 






(6.) But methinks our Seviows Silencing | 
the Sadducees from a Text out of Exodye 4 
Luk. xx. 37. And referring Men to a 
and the Prophets for the Knowlege of the 
State after Death, Luk. xvi. 29, 31. howd 
have Prevented the Rafh Cenfure of the 
Doftor in faying, That the Egyptians dig 
Mifconftrue the Texts of Mofer' in favour 
of the Immortality of the Soul, for our 
Saviour has Juftify’d their Lnterpretation; 
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(7) And we have Gain’d this by the es 
Dotior’s own Argument, That the Egyptian 7 ft 
the firf of the Heathens (as he Allows) mi 
who had the Notion of the Immortality of Th? Ore 
the Soul, had it from the Jews, and from jqqow ts 
the Scriptures of AMofes, and Confequently 
from Revelation, as you have fhew’d before, — 


Num. 205. And fo the whole xth Chap, 
of Second, Thoughts, Intitul’d, .A brief Hi. 
fiory of Human Soul, and Confeqnently. the 
Frame and Foundation of the whole Book, 
Comes al] at once to the Ground! And 
is overthrown by the fame Arguments were 
made ufe of to Support it! . 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


oy Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathing, 
in anfwer to a late Celebrated Book intitul’d 
Moderation a Vertue. 
Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotlaxd, con 
taining a fall and Impartial Account. 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun ia 
1§67. Faithfully Publifh’d from an Authentick | 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHiftoriographer for the - 
Kingdom of Scotland. : 
Parallel between the Faith and Dodrine” 
of the prefent Quakers, and that of the ~ 
Chief Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. © 
And alfoa Parallel betwen Quakeri/m and Popery. 
N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
Schifm, Toleration, @c. In a Lettet | 
to a Friend. 
Two Sticks made one, Or, The Devi! - 
~~ ypon Dun. y" 
A Collection of papers concerning what © 
bath been Tranfadted in the Convocation. 
ne ese the Divine Service, from the Ce 
venant of Grace, to the Confummation of 
the Myftery of Man’s Redemption. By ¥. - 
Scandret, Prieft of the Church of England: 
To which is prefix’d a Letter to the Author, 
from the Reverend Mr. Charles Leflie ; Chane 
cellor of the Cathedral of Connor, inthe King- | 
dom of Jreland, 
‘eee (but I hope not) telling what_will 
come of it, 2 parts, in anfwer to the Occa- 
fional Letter. 

















HE Eftablifhment of the Church, ‘the 
Prefervation of the State. 
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